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RESPECTFUL  BUT  EARNEST 


REMONSTRANCE. 


My  Lords, 

It  has  pleased  the  Almighty  in  the  course  of  his  providence  to  place 
■you  in  the  exalted,  honourable  and  responsible  position  of  the  Governors, 
and  Guardians  of  His  Church.     In  its  exaltation  that  position  is  the 
highest  on  earth ;  in  its  honour,  worthy  of  all  respect ;  in  its  responsi- 
bility— having  "the  care  of  all  the  Churches"  — awfully  weighty  and  full 
of  anxieties.     However  true  it  may  be  that  "  he  who  desires  the  office  of 
a  Bishop  desires  a  good  work,"  it  is  equally  true  in  these  days  that  he 
iesires  an  arduous  one.     If  "uneasy  is  the  head  that  wears  a  crown," 
uneasy  is  that  also  which  wears  a  mitre ;  but  I  believe  each  sits  lightest 
*when  its  responsibilities  are  faithfully  discharged,  and  even  its  disagree- 
aable  duties  cheerfully  undertaken.     The  mens  conscia  recti  is  in  matters 
of  religion,  not  only  an  ces  triplex  circa  pectus  against  the  mendacia  famce^ 
but  also  a  "  strong  consolation"  and  heavenly  joy  which  it  is  not  the 
world  s  to  give  or  to  take. 

These,  my  Lords,  are  stirring  times.  The  past  half  century  has  seen 
more  giant  strides  of  the  human  intellect,  than  the  antecedent  nearly 
6000  years  of  its  developement.  Could  our  sires,  yet  scarce  cold  within 
their  graves,  return,  they  would  find  it  no  easy  matter  to  believe  that 
this  world  of  ours  is  the  same  which  they  tenanted  a  short  time  since. 
The  elasticity  of  the  mental  bound  has  so  much  enlarged  the  soul's  ho- 
rizon, that  its  grasp  is  increased  manifold,  and  somewhat  surprised  at  what 
we  see,  we  feel  that  we  shall  be  little  surprised  at  whatever  may  follow. 
•'  Onward"  seems  to  be  the  motto  of  the  age,  stimulated  by  the  feeling 
that  no  difficulty  can  long  impede,  no  obstacle  permanently  obstruct;  and 
faithful  to  its  mission,  every  step  of  the  age  is  "onward." 

But  while  all  this  is  true  in  science  and  in  arts;  in  the  spread  of  know- 
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\  ledge  and  tlie  adaptations  of  wisdom;  in  the  amelioration,  if  not  removal 
'  of  evils  ph3^sical,  and  moral,  and  in  the  realization  of  blessings,  domestic  : 
I  and  social,  temporal  and  eternal,  there  is  one  class  which  seeks  to  retro  j 
I  grade.  That  class  is  found  in  our  own  Church,  amongst  our  ow^n  Clergy  i 
•  and  has  its  leaders  unhappily  among  even  her  dignitaries !  Such  a  thin^  -_ 
■  would  abstractedly  be  considered  impossible,  but  seen  and  felt  amongsi . 
us  daily  as  it  is,  it  can  neither  be  denied,  nor  mitigated.  We  may  blusl: 
:  for  our  shame  which  we  must  acknowledge  :  we  should  weep  for  a  dis  ^ 
f  grace  which  w^e  do  not  remedy. 

*  It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  give  a  sketch  of  the  ecclesiastical  history  ol  ^ 
England  for  the  past  century.  Every  one  knows  that  it  was,  as  regards 
the  Church,  deadness  and  darkness.  I  am  not  concerned  with  the  Dis- 
senters, or  I  could  shew  that  they  were  no  better  ;  having  fallen  asleep 
in  their  self-complacency  and  superciliousness,  they  gradually  slid  from 
the  high  position  which  they  once  occupied,  down,  down,  down  into  the 
slough  of  Socinianism,  where  many  of  them  still  remain.  But,  as  for 
the  Church  :  her  Bishops  were  indifferent  and  at  eas^e — ^her  Clergy  "dumb 
.  dogs  that  would  not  bark" — her  people  ignorant  and  vicious — with  her 
Bible  virtually  closed,  her  liturgy,  read  from  the  desk,  indeed,  but  contra- 
dicted from  the  pulpit,  the  candle  of  the  Church  of  England  was  well- 
nigh  out.  And  when  a  Whitfield  or  a  Wesley  with  vigorous  hand  essay- 
ed the  snuffers  it  was  all  alarm  and  outcry  lest  too  much  light  should  dis- 
turb the  drowsy,  or — for  extremes  ever  meet — lest  the  candle  should  be 
put  out  by  the  operation  !  We  may  lament  and  abuse  dissent  to  day  as 
'  we  will,  but  it  \vm  our  own  dignified  Clergy  that  in  great  mea,sure 
gave  birth  to  it :  the  inferior  Clerg}'  that  persecuted  it  into  strength  ; 
and  the  Church  in  general  that  is  chiefly  responsible  for  it.  No  one  at  all 
acquainted  with  the  Ecclesiastical  history  of  England  for  the  last  century 
will  dispute  a  word  of  what  I  have  written.  ' 

lo  But  though  many  good  and  earnest  men  ^'ere'  at  first  driven  out  of  the 
Church,  it  pleased  God  to  raise  up  others  within  it.  The  Almighty  was 
more  merciful  to  us  than  wo  to  ourselves.  All  honour  to  the  Christian 
heroes  whose  moral  courage  was  proof  against  taunt  and  insult,  and 
slander,  and  neglect,  from  those  who  ought  to  have  been  their  patrons 
and  defenders  ;  who  held  on  their  way  within  the  pale  of  the  Establish- 
ment until  truth  was  no  longer  ashamed,  nor  piety  made  to  blush  withirf 
it.  Why  is  there  not  a  protestant  calendar  in  which  to  write  the  names 
I  of  Berridge  and  Komaine,  Newton  and  Scott,  Simeon  and  Venn,  Elliott 
'  and  the  other  worthies  ?  Themselves  are  glorified  in  the  Church  in  hea- 
ven ;  why  are  not  their  names  emblazoned  in  her  records  on  earth  ?  '^ 
The  natural  and  necessary  consequence  of  such  a  sad  state  of  thingi^ 
as  that  alluded  to,  had  well-nigh  overwelmed  the  Church,  as  an  establish- 
ment, some  two  or  three  and  twenty  yeairs  ago,  and  it  was  only  preserved 
I  firmly  believe  by  the  salt  that  was  in  it,  and  instrumentally  by  the 
large  sacrifices  which  -were  '  made  at  her  expense  :to  an  indignant 
people.  It  was  no  wonder  that  under  such  circumstances  when  iu 
Ireland  nearly  one  half  of  her  Bishopricks  were  sacrificed,  one  third  of 
her  revenues  confiscated,  all  aid  for  the  education  of  her  people  cutoff", 
and  transferred  to  her  enemies,  it  was  no  wonder  when  all  this,  and  more, 
was  done  in  Ireland,  and  the  same  was  uproariously  clamoured  for  in  Eng- 


land,  that  those  who  had  been  chiefly  instrumental  in  bringing  about  such 
a  state  of  things,  should  begin  to  fear  for  themselves  and  their  order. 
It  was  this  that  made  the  old  "liigh  and  dry"  tremble.  Their  admiration 
of  the  Church  was  great,  for  they  had  been  enabled  to  hold  some  half 
dozen  of  her  preferments  in  the  shape  of  deaneries,  and  stalls,  and  livings 
in  all  parts  of  the  country,  the  duties  of  which  were  frequently  done  by 
some  half-starved  curate,  (who  served  three,  or  even  four  Churches  on 
the  Sabbath,)  while  his  superiors  were  dining  with  "My  Lord,"  or 
following  the  hounds  with  the  squire.  This  I  am  sorry  to  say  was  the 
nde  and  not  the  exception  wliich  I  am  quoting.  I  believe  that  the 
Jhurch  to-day,  bad  as  she  is,  is  a  miracle  of  purity,  a  paragon  of  per- 
fection, to  those  who  knew  her  fifty,  aye  even  thirty  years  ago. 

But  what  was  the  resource  of  those  "pillars  of  the  Church"  when  they 

mw  their  craft  in  danger,  and  the  hopes  of  their  gain  jeopardized  ?  They 

i)egan  to  cry  "great  is  Diana  of  the  Ephesians." — "The  temple  of  the 

Liord,  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  the  temple  of  the  Lord  are  we."    And 

Ihey  soon  set  about  proving  it.     But  how  ?  Not  by  any  appeal  to  the 

^ork  of  Evangelists,  but  by  insisting  upon  the  "Apostolic  {Succession" 

the  Holy  Catholic  Church,"  "  Church  Order,"  "that  the  Sacraments,  not 

reaching,  are  the  sources  of  Divine  grace,"  &c.,  &c.  forgetting  that  these 

.?ad  all  along  existed,  and  had  been  insisted  upon,  but  repudiated  by 

lose  upon  whom  they  were  sought  to  be  enforced,  when  accompanied  by 

othing  better.     Indeed,  it  cannot  be  disguised  that  it  was  not  more  the 

5pect  of  dissent  without  the  Church, than  of  "  Evangelicism"  within  it, 

hich  caused  the  alarm  of  which  I  have  spoken.     The  Churches  of  the 

irnest  men,  who  with  "Apostolic  order"  set  forth  "Evangelical  truth" 

ere  crowded,  while  those  of  the  lukewarm,  who  prided  themselves  on 

leir  authority  and  orthodoxy,  (which  generally  amomited  to  Platonic  mo- 

,lity,)  were  well-nigh  deserted.     It  was  felt,  therefore,  that  something 

ust  be  done.  The  case  was  growing  desperate,  and  it  was  said  of  these  men 

r  the  Council  gathered  at  Oxford,  as  was  said  of  their  Master  by  a  for- 

erone  assembled  at  Jerusalem  "If  we  let  him  (them)  thus  alone  all 

en  will  believe  on  him  (them,)  and  the  Romans  (Dissenters)  will  come 

i.d  take  away  both  our  place  and  nation,"  (John  xi.  48.)   So  their  resolve 

Lis  taken :  the  remedies  were  prescribed :  the  medicine  was  administered, 

/5. — "  daily  prayers,"  "  observance  of  festivals,"  frequent  eucharists,"  "the 

e  subordination  of  ranks,"  and  "a  full  developement  of  orders  and  offices 

the  Church,"  leading  off  the  "feverish"  mind,  from  bible  and  prayer 

actings,  and  all  ill-advised  institutions  and  societies  to — what?   alas! 

0  the  solemn  and  captivating  services  by  which  Popery  gains  its  prose- 
es."    With  what  effect  this  has  aU   been  done,  the  history  of  the  last 
3nty  years  and  the  position  of  our  Church  to-day  too  fully  testify. 
And  sm-ely  the  means  adopted  w'ere  well  calculated  to  accomplish  the 
i  ;  for  what  was  to  be  pushed  forward ?  "The  Apostolic  Succession" 

1  "  Church  Authority,"  both  very  good  as  far  as  they  go,  but  only  the 
5k  without  the  kernel :  both  well  kept  "in  public  view"  by  the  Ro- 
sh  apostacy  where  nothing  else  is  seen  or  heard  of,  the  Bible  being  pro- 
ibedand  Christianity  caricatured :  both  good  for  the  propagation  of  Apos- 
c  truth,  but  not  for  the  enforcement  of  apostate  error.  The  notion 
lat  the  Apostolical  ministry  had  a  virtue  in  it,  which  went  out  OTcr 


the  whole  Church"  taken  abstractedly  and  per  se  was  the  pith  an 

marrow  of  Popery.     No  wonder  that  they  who  have  so  long  been  feed 

ing  themselves  upon  it,  have  at  length  ripened  into  downright  heres 

archs. 

I      Upon  this  then  followed,  according  to  promise,  every  possible  dij 

j  countenance   of  "prayer  and  bible  meetings,   ill-advised  institution 

and  societies."      Dissent  was   called  a  sin :    Conventicles  declared  t 

have  no  claim  to  Christ's  promised  favours,"  and  "  Schism  not  to  be  e? 

piated  by  martyrdom,"  not  on  the  true  ground  that  they  were  the  neec 

.  less  rendings  of  a  Church,  which  made  the  Bible  its  sole  authority,  con 

i  mitted  it  to  the  serious  study  of  every  Christian  man,  and  prescribed  n 

unscriptural  terms  of  communion :  but  because  they  disregarded  the  m 

jnistry  of  "  the  Priest"  irrespective  of  every  other  consideration.      Th 

same  authority  was  also  sought  to  be  upheld  by  the  decrying  of  all  rel 

gious  exercises,  even  social   and   domestic,   in   comparison  of  "dail 

prayers"  offered  by  "the  Priest;"  and  it  signified  little  whether  th 

Church  were  always  empty,  for  "  the  Priest"  was  "  offering"  the  prayers  c 

the  Church  for  the  whole  people,  whether  present  or  absent.     Of  festival 

we  had  more  than  enough  in  the  dating  of  every  Tract  on  the  "  feast, 

y^' eve,"  or  "morrow"  of  some  saint,  and  in  the  "full  service,  with  hoi 

/'■communion"  on  the  day  dedicated  to  the  saint  in  the  calendar.     Th 

virtues  of  saints  and  of  the  "  Apostolic  ministry"  were  preached  a 

nauseam,  while  the  Clergy  were  still  further  exhorted  to  give  proof  ( 

their  full  conviction  of  the  fact  that  "the  multitude  of  men  cannc 

\  teach  or  guide  themselves ;  and  that  an  mj  unction  to  depend  on  thei 

i  private  judgement  was  cruel  in  itself  and  doubly  hurtful,  by  thro  win 

'  them  on  teachers  who  speak  daringly  and  promise  largely  "  by  "  reserving 

?the  saving  truths  of  the  gospel,  and  by  decrying  the  bible  as  a  book  fu. 

Ipf  danger  to  the  people.      Thus  the  "  Apostolic  authority"  was  to  b 

ftised  not  for  the  elucidation  of  the  word  of  God,  but  for  its  suppression 

inot  for  enforcing  its  doctrines,  but  for  "  reserving"  them.     What  shoul 

i  be  thought  of  such  a  "  Priesthood"  as  this  ? 

'  But  your  Lordsliips  have  told  us  what  is  to  be  thought  of  it.  Ther 
is  scarcely  a  member  of  the  episcopal  bench  but  has  expressed  himse. 
ex  cathedra  in  condemnation  of  such  proceedings.  It  is  true  thes 
censures  were  veiy  mild,  and  often  interspersed  with  laudations  mos 
warm,  and  expectations  most  hopeful.  But  now  that  these  hopes  are  ai 
dashed,  and  the  praises  are  seen  to  be  undeserved,  nothing  but  the  cer 
sures  remain  to  be  augmented  a  hundredfold  by  the  recldess  daring 
and  faithless  treachery  which  have  been  since  so  unblushingly  manifested 
Yet,  after  all  this,  the  Church  is  looking  in  vain  for  any  decided  effor 
by  her  constituted  authorities  to  stay  this  onward  flow  of  the  ev3 
much  less  to  snatch  the  power  and  destroy  the  prestige  which  appertaii 
to  the  traitors  in  our  camp. 

I  know  it  was  professed  to  be  one  object  of  this  school,  (at  least  so  i 
understand  it,)  to  find  a  remedy  for  that  "feverish"  state  of  mind,  whicl 
led  persons  to  attend  the  "solemn  and  captivating  services,  by  whicl 
Popery  gains  it  proselytes."  But  how  was  this  done  ?  By  making  ou 
own  as  much  like  them  as  possible !  Though  the  prayers  of  the  Churcl 
are  in  English,  they  were  muttered,  "intoned,"  in  such  a  way  that  the; 


:tht  as  well  have  been  in  Latin  for  aught  the  people  understood  oi 
'Ui.     A  "histrionic"  mode  of  conducting  the  service  by  tones,  and 
ints,  and  turnings,  and  bowings,  and  migrations,  and  robed  choristers, 
I  slow  processions,  &c.  &c.  was  introduced  to  destroy  the  taste  for 
me s  "  solemn  and  captivating  services."!      And  still  more  to  dis- 
^mtenance   these,    the   terms   of   idolatrous   adulation   of  the   same 
-  !te  Church  to  the  Virgin  Mary  were  introduced;  priestly  confessions 
I  ecommeuded,  and  even  insisted  upon  ;  sacraments  were  declared 
bo  the  means  of  grace ;  baptismal  washing  was  put  for  the  Holy 
rit's  cleansing,  and  the  Eucharistic  eating  for  Christ's  merits  apphed 
faith.     In  fine.  Popery  in  all  its  important  features  as  a  system  of 
'  hority,  and  not  of  truth,  was  made  that  of  our  Church,  and  volumes 
!  "6  written  to  prove  that  men  might  with  a  good  conscience  sign  the 
;.cles  of  the  English  Church,  and  declare  their  assent  and  consent, 
lanimo  to  all  that  its  prayer  book  contained,  while  they  disbelieved  the 
)f  and  repudiated  the  other — that  they  might  as  Papists  retain  their 
kition  in,  and  pocket  the  money  of,  a  Protestant  Church,  and  be  doing 
the  while  a  service  acceptable  to  God  !     This  attempt  however,  to 
A,Ti  off  on  honest  English  minds  the  system  of  *' enormous  lying " 
ch  the  Church  of  Rome  has  sanctified,  was  too  much  and  made  too 
ta  ;    so  that  a  sympathising  Bishop  was  forced  to  beg  the  discontinu- 
e  of  the  *'  Tracts  for  the  Times,"  and  the  foremost  men  of  the  move- 
nt, with  one  very  singular  exception,  went  "to  their  own  place,"  or 
t  was  very  euphonically  said  of  one  of  them  by  the  individual  abo^e 
•rred  to,  they  "  went  to  labour  in  another  part  of  the  Vineyard !" 
3ut  while  the  amalgamation  of  the  two  Churches  of  England  and 
ne  was  thus  sought  to  be  accomplished  by  fraud  and  perjurv^ — while 
lie  on  these  grounds  "claimed  to  hold  all  Romish  Doctrines,"  and 
rs  were  painting  "  ideals  of  a  Christian  Church,"  wherein  the  "  mother 
'larlots"   sat  for  her  picture;  while    some   were   dressing  up  anew 
lying  legends  "  for  the  use  of  members  of  the  English  Church," 
others,  more  honest  if  more  bold,  disowned  the  reformation,  censured 
Church  of  England,  perverted  her  services  and  emptied  her  Churches, 
great  effort  was  reserved  for  the  enforcement  of  the  sacramental  sys- 
,  as  the  means  of  grace  ;  or  rather  it  would  seem,  as  the  prop  for  the 
sthj  system.     It  was  supposed  that  the  well-disposed  and  pious  sons 
daughters  of  the  Church,  who  might  not  be  otherwise  caught,  would 
1-5  be  secured.     In  the  "Tracts"  this  was  commenced  and  carried  on 
1  no  sparing  hand.     Every  phase  and  phrase  of  popish  heresy  on  the 
ject  of  the  Sacraments  were  presented  over  and  over  again,  under 
i:y  possible  variety  to  the  "  meek,"  "  gentle,"  "  loving,"  "dutiful,"  &c., 
children  of  the  Church.     "  I  caught  you  with  guile  "  seems  to  have 
1  the  one  maxim  of  scripture  by  which  the  Romanizing  party  was 
led.     Next  to  the  tracts  came  Dr.  Pusey's  heretical  sermon  under  the 
ning  title  of  "  The  Holy  Eucharist  a  comfort  for    the  penitent," 
i  which  he  was  very  properly  condemned  to  silence  for  two  years  by 
il  University,  and  which  endeavoured  to  convey  "  all  Romish  Doctrine" 
:hat  subject  under  an  envelope  endorsed  "  Comforts  provided  by  the 
;pel  for  the  penitent."    But  the  most  elaborate  attempt  in  this  direc- 
1  has  been  made  by  R.  I.  Wilberforce,  once  a  Protestant  Archdeacon 
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of  the  East  Riding,  but  now  an  avowed  member  of  the  Church  of  11* 
This  gentleman  wrote  a  whole  series  of  books  to  prove  that  the  sac. 
mental  system  was  the  means  of  grace,  and  .he  began  bj explaining  t 
Jncarnation,  and  the  exact  mode  in  which  its  benefits  are  made  availal 
to  man.     As  a  supplement  or  corollary  to  this  book  he  published  1 
*' Doctrine  of  the  Holy  Eucharist"  which  has  this  feature  distinct  frc 
jthe  Tracts  and  from  Dr.  Pusey's  sermon —  that  it  states  the  whole 
jtiie  Popish  system  without  a^y  disguise  (except  insisting  upon  the  wo 
i^ansubstantiation)  and  undertakes  to  bring  the  whole  Anglican  riti 
to  it,  first  by  jesuitically  paring  down  every  honest  condemnation  of  t, 
system,  and  then  by  suggesting  a  signijicatio  irregnans — "  a  great  deal  mo  " 
than  is  expressed" — ^in  passages  that  might  thus  be  forced  to  recogni2  i 
or  at  least  not  to  undermine,  the  monstrous  doctrines  in  antagonism  \ 
which  they  were  expressly  penned.     For  months  and  months  after  tl  ] 
publication    of    this    daring    book  was   the  individual   who    wrote 
allowed,  without  one  word  of  censure  from  his  ecclesiastical  superiors, 
retain  his  position  and  preferments,  till  thousand  after  thousand  of  h 
books  were  sold,  being  made  cheap  for  the  purpose  of  wide  dissemiuatioi 
and  in  his  official  capacity  he  had  the  opportunity  of  calling  the  Cleig 
of  his  Archdeaconry  together,  to  give  them  a  viva ,  voce  edition  of  tl 
same  heresies.     But,  thank  God,  a  few  eai'nest  protests  against  sue 
doctrine  and  its  toleration  in  our  Zion,  and  the  "looming  in  the  di 
tance"  of  a  legal  expulsion,  have  rid  us  of  the,, danger  and  the  disgrac 
w^hich  the  continuance  of  an  avowed  popish  Ai^chdeacon  in,  a.  protest^ 
Church  must  necessarily  engender.  ' 

I  .But,  pei;h^,pSj  my  Lords,  you  will  ask,  "what  all  this  is  about? 
knew  it  all  before :  what  can  we  do  to  check  the  evil  ?  "    I  will  eudeavoi 
to  shew  your  Lordships  what  this  is  all  about..    1  have  no  doubt  you  di 
know  all  I  have  said  before,  and  knew  it  better  then  I,  and  knew  it  \ 
yom'cost.  I  haveno  doubtyou  have  been  burthened  with  labor,  andaffei  * 
with  sorrow,  in  consequence  of  the  developement  of  this  evil  in  your 
dioceses,  for  there  is  now  none  free.     The  evil  has  grown  like  a  mu.- 
seed,  and  its  branches  now  extend  through  nearly  the  whole  Chris- 
world.     But  would  to  God  that  the  Church  could  hear  the  que.- 
asked  by  your  Right  Reverend  Bench  in  earnest  "What  can  we  o. 
check  the  evil  ?  "     We  beheve  that  if  your  Lordships  once  underi 
to  grapple  with  the  popish  hydra,  it  would  soon  he  crushed,  and  our  | 
afflicted  Church  restored  to  purity  and  peace. .     -j  ^  ■      j   ., 

First,  then,  although  the  quondam  Archdeacon  lias  fallen  from  the  defi  ^' 
position  which  he  assumed  six  months  ago,  and  has  passed  through  thc 
rious  stages  of  scrupling  the  Ro3^al  supremacy,  resigning  his  pic 
raents,  becoming  as  far  as  he  could,  a  protestant  layman,  and   fin 
openly  professmg  himself,  what  he  had  been  years  before,  a  thorougL 
pist, — although  the  Archdeacon  is  gone,  his  book  is  left  behind.    Ana 
my  Lords,  that  book  is  as  yet  all  but  uncensured.     'Tis  true  that  one  oi 
two  of  the  recent  charges  have  named  and  denounced  it.  .  The  Bishops 
of  London  and  Worcester  have  done  their  duty  to  the  Church  by  it' 
specific  condemnation.    .But  other  charges  have  been  delivered,  whicl. 
ignored  not  only  the  existence  of  the  book,  but  that  of  the  controvei*sy. 
Now,;  surely,;,. 1^^  is    not   how   the   evil  should  be  met — this  is  poJ 


where  the  book  yhauld  be  left.  This  yol»m$  and  its  predecessors  hare 
been  and  are  being  bought  and  read  and  preached  to  our  congregations, 
though  the  writer  is  nq  ]oinger  a  nominal  member  of  our  Church.  Perhaps, 
however,  it  may  be  sadd  that  the  fact  of  Mr.  Wilberforce's  secession  will 
nullify  the  effect  of  his  book.  ,  But  that  Iwok  is  endorsed  by  another  Arch- 
deacon, G.  A.  Denison,  of  Taunton,  and  by  Mr.  Wilberforce's  brother, 
tlie  Bishop  of  Oxford.  The.  former  gives  his  "  statement"  of  doctrine 
in  eight  propositions,  for  the  fuller  proof  of  which  he  refers,  over  and 
over  again,  to  Wilberforce's  "  Doctrine  of  the  Holy  Eucharist."  These 
propo.- itions  are  as  follow : —  >f 

I.  "That  the  Bread  and  Wine  become >  by  the  act  of  Gonsecration, 
'the  outward  part  or  sign  of  the  Lord's  Supper ;'  and,  considered  as 
objects  of  sense,  are  unchanged  by  the  act  of  Consecration ;  '  remaining 
still  in  their  very  natural  substances;' "  ^  r'-^^'^^j  Ui  ija 

^  TI.  "That  'the -inward  part,  or  thin&  sigiiiiaddv' is  '  the  Bdi^^aSA 
Blood  of  Christ.*' ^      ij-  '=  " •'' '  ^^[  -^-^f  ^»*- ^^^^>  ^^^^'^  ^tii  &-j.: 

III.  "That  'the  Body  and  Blood  of  Christ,'  being  Present  natur- 
ally in  Heaven,  ai'e,  supematurally  and  invisibly,  but  Really,  Present  in 
the  Lord's  Supper,  through  the  elements,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Con- 
secration." -  -  ^-•'  '      •-■'■  j- 

IV.  "  That  by  '  the  'Eieal  Presence  of 'the'  Body  and  Blood  of  Christ 
in  the  Lord's  Supper,'  is  not  to  be  understood  the  presence  of  an 
Influence  emanating  from  a  Thing  absent,  but  the  supernatural  and 
invisible  Presence  of  a  Thing  Present ;  of  His  very  Body  and  very 
Blood,  Present  '  under  the  form  of  Bread  and  Wine,'"  *'^ 

V.  "  That  'the  outward  part  or  sign,'  and  '  the  inward  part  or  Thing 
signified,'  being  brought  together  in  and  by  the  act  of  Consecration, 
make  the  Sacrament." 

VI.  "  That  THE  Sacrament — i.e.  '  the  outward  part,  or  sign' — and 
'  the  inward  part,  or  Thing  signified' — ^is  given  to,  and  is  received  by,  all 
who  communicate."  '^ 

VII.  "  That  '  in  such  only  as  wortliily  receive  the  same  [the  SacM- 
MENTS  of  the  Body  and  the   Blood  of  Christ]  they  have  a  wholesome 

t^  effect  or  operation ;  but  they  that  receive  them  unworthily  purchase  to 

Ithemselves  damnation,  as  S.  Paul  saith." 
'^'VIII.  '*  That  '  worship  is  due  to  'the  Body  and  Blood  of  Christ,' 

impernaturally  and  invisibly,  but  Really,  Present  in  the  Lord's  Supper, 
under  the  form  of  Bread  and  Wine,'  by  reason  of  that  Godhead  with 
ihich  They  are  personally  united.    But  that  the  elements,  through  which 
the   Body  and  Blood  of  Christ'  ai'e  given  and  received,  may  not  be 
orshipped."  > 

It  is  no  wonder  that  Bishop  Spenceir  "impugned"  thik  as  being  "  not 
le  Doctrine  of  the  Church  of  England."  "  The  specific  portion  im- 
ugned"  says  the  Archdeacon  is  this — "that  the  Body  and  Blood  of 
hrist,  being  really  present  in  the  Sacramental  Bread  and  Wine 
.•e^GivEN  in  and  by  the  outward  sign,  to  all,  and  ai'e'  received  /by 

Tlie  Church  of  England  on  the  other  hand  says  "  The  Body  of  Christ 
given,  taken,  and  eaten  in  the  Supper,  only  after  a  heavenly  and 
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spiritual  manner.     And  the  means  whereby  the  Body  of  Christ  is  re- 
ceived and  eaten  in  the  Supper  is  Faith." 

And  again,  "  The  wicked,  and  such  as  be  void  of  a  lively  faith,  al- 
though they  do  carnally  and  visibly  press  with  their  teeth  (as  Saint 
Augustine  saith)  the  Sacrament  of  the  Body  and  Blood  of  tOhrist,  yet  in- 
no-wise  are  they  partakers  of  Christ."  And  yet  this  man  has  the  auda- 
city to  say,  and  in  opposition  to  his  Bishop,  too,  that  his  doctrine  is  that 
of  the  Church  of  England  ! 

And  what  says  Mr.  Wilberforce's  brother,  the  Bishop  of  Oxford  ?  It 
is  true  he  says  that  he  has  never  expressed  it  as  his  opmion,  "  that  the 
views  which  have  been  propounded  by  Archceacon  Wilberforce,  in  his 
work  entitled  '  The  Doctrine  of  the  Holy  Eucharist,'  are  the  only  views 
which  can  save  the  Church  of  England  from  the  dangers  which  beset 
her  at  the  present  crisis,"  and  I  am  willing  to  take  this  to  mean,  (what 
by  no  means  follows,)  that  the  Bishop  does  not  think  that  these  views 
are  the  only  ones  to  save  the  Church  of  England.  But,  then,  what  has 
the  Bishop  stated  that  he  does  believe  ?  "I  will  say  "  he  writes  in 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Brock  "that,  whilst  I  agree  with  the  work  in  question, 
so  far  as  it  maintains,  enforces,  and  illustrates  that  view  of  the  reality  of 
the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper  which  Richard  Hooker  maintains  in 
the  fifth  Book  of  his  Ecclesiastical  Polity,  as  the  doctrine  of  the  holy  Scrip- 
ture and  our  reformed  Church  against  the  Puritans — and  whilst,  there- 
fore, I  should  differ  as  widely  as  he  and  all  his  great  school  of  Church  of 
England  worthies,  would  from  you,  who  advocate  (if  I  do  not  misunder- 
stand your  meaning)  that  view,  to  hold  which  the  Puritans  quitted  the 
Church  of  England — yet  that  there  are  other  opinions  advanced  in  ni;taj 
dear  brother's  book  which  I  do  not  adopt."  ^^|{ 

I  give  the  whole  of  this  paragraph  lest  I  should  be  accused  of  "  garbled 
quotations."  But  what  does  it  say?  Who  is  to  tell  what  the  Bishop  ap- 
proves of  and  what  he  disapproves  of  in  his  brother's  book?  The  idea  of 
any  part  of  the  Doctrine  of  the  Eucharist  being  in  accordance  with  Hook-  ' 
er's  views  has  no  foundation  in  fact.  It  is  with  Bellarmine,  Cajetan, 
BoUeau,  and  Wiseman,  with  the  decrees  of  Trent  and  its  heretical 
Catechism,  that  the  whole  book  agrees, — agrees  most  closely  from  fii-st  to 
last,  as  the  Archdeacon  has  now  shown  to  the  world  by  his  having  re- 
nounced "  our  "  Church  and  Hooker  for  the  communion  of  the  Apostacy 
on  the  seven  hills. 

But  this  is  by  no  means  all  that  can  be  alleged  against  the  Bishop  of 
Oxford  in  this  matter.  He  accuses  Mr.  Brock  and  such  as  he,  in  their 
efforts  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the  Church  from  another  swamp  of  popish 
error,  of  "seeking  to  drive  out  of  the  Church  (one  of) the  most  con- 
scientious men  living,"  "  unsettling  the  minds  of  many  more,"  and  "  of 
abridging  the  liberty  of  thought  allowed  in  the  Church  of  England." 
My  Lords,  I  respectfully  ask  are  honest  clergymen  thus  to  be  taunted  when 
they  are  contending  for  the  truth  against  popish  errors  ?  Are  avowed 
Bomanists  in  the  Church,  who  publish  their  heresies,  and  defy  their 
ecclesiastical  superiors,  "  to  be  called"  the  most  conscientious  men  in  the 
Church  ?  "  -5^     Is  it  to  be  proclaimed  by  a  Bishop  that  the  hberty  of 

•  It  is  very  instructive  to  note  the  tactics  of  the  party  laying  siege  to  the  Church 
of  England.     They  survey  the  ground,  partition  the  labour,  marshall  their  forces. 
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thought  allowed  in  the  English  Church"  contains  within  its  ample  and 
undistinguishing  embrace  the  repudiated  and  condemned  heresies  of 
apostate  Rome  ?  If  so,  of  what  utility  are  our  creeds  and  our  articles  ? 
Let  us  become  a  Catholic  Church  indeed,  by  at  once  breaking  down 
eveiy  barrier,  and  giving  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to  all,  "Jews, 
Tui'ks,  Infidels,  and  heretics."  What  is  to  exclude  Mahomet,  if  we 
include  the  Pope  ? 

But  the  Bishop  accuses  us  of  being  Puritans.     My  Lords,  I  am  no 
Puritan.     "I  am  an  Episcopalian  by  conviction,  and  the  Church  of 
England  is  the  Church  of  my  early  choice."     I  am  not  even  a  Low 
Churchman.    My  views  are  essentially  high.    I  think  Episcopacy  neces- 
sary for  the  perfect  constitution  of  the  Church.     "  The  Apostolic  Suc- 
I  cession"  is  with  me  no  figment  of  Popery,  but  a  tangible  reality,  no  more 
to  be  doubted,  because  not  able  to  be  individually  traced,  than  our 
descent  from  Noah,  or  our  relationship  to  Adam.     The  old  standard 
<divines,  such  as  Hooker,  and  Pearson,  and  Barrow,  and  Taylor,  are,  in 
my  esteem,  the  glory  of  the  English  Church.    Mine  is  no  loiv  view  of  the 
Sacraments,  "  to  hold  which  the  Puritans  quitted  the  Church."     No, 
imy  Lords,  I  am  a  High  Churchman,  and  have  no  sympathy  with  Puri- 
itans  and  Dissenters  as  such.     While  I  cannot  but  believe  that  there  are 
;many  burning  and  shining  Ughts  among  them  even  now,  as  a  rule  I  think 
ttheir  piety  has  petrified  into  superciliousness,  and  their  conscientious 
dissent  from  our  communion  into  political  hate.     I  hope  for  nothing 
:Tom  men  whose  leaders  on  every  public  occasion  joy  to  exhibit  hostility 
CO  the  noblest  of  reformed  Churches,  and  alliance  with  the  deadliest 
t3nemies  of  God  and  the  Gospel.    The  old  and  honored  Puritan  divines, 
'  iould  they  come  back  for  an  hoin*,  would  blush  indeed  for  their  degene- 
j  rate  sons,  who  know  not  to  blush  for  themselves.     No,  my  Lords,  I  am 
ao  Puritan,  but  I  am  no  Papist.    The  via  media  of  the  English  Church 
^  feel  to  be  both  my  safety  and  my  pride. 

With  regard  to  the  solemn  charge  made  by  the  Bishop  against  all  those 
vho  by  finding  fault  with  his  brother's  book,  are  endeavouring  to  stay  the 

:nd,  with  all  the  appearance  of  confidence  and  honesty,  storm  the  ramparts  and  sap 
he  foundation  ;  but  no  sooner  is  any  show  even  of  opposition  manifested,  than  their 
raven  hearts  fail,  and  they  fly.     Look  at  the  quondam  Archdeacon  of  the  East 

Gliding.  In  public  and  in  private,  in  charge  and  in  letter,  he  professed  to  vfoo 
iquiry,  and  invite  legal  trial,  promising  to  afford  every  facility  for  both.  No 
3oner,  however,  had  the^r*^  step  been  taken  to  bring  the  matter  to  an  issue,  than, 
nder  the  figment  of  a  scruple  upon  the  subject  of  the  royal  supremacy,  he  turns  and 
ans.  I  say  z.  figment ;  for  can  any  man  believe  the  pretext  other  than  a  cover  for  a 
3treat,  who  recollects  that  the  same  gentleman  had  been  for  years  parading  the 
ime  scruple,  and  also  that  he  felt  no  pangs  of  conscience  at  all  at  denying  whole- 
ile  the  articles  and  perverting  the  formularies  of  the  Church,  which,  up  to  the  last, 

>e  called  "  ours."  The  Times  of  this  day  (November  2l8t)  contains  another  proof  of 
le  confidence  which  these  men  have  in  their  principles,  and  their  conviction  that 
ley  are  those  of  the  Church  of  England,  in  the  report  of  an  application  to  the 
ourt  of  Queen's  Bench,  for  a  writ  of  prohibition  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
y  Mr.  George  Anthony  Denison,  to  prevent  the  Archbishop  supplying  the  lack  of 
?rvice  on  the  part  of  two  Bishops,  who  ought  long  since  to  have  done,  whatj  his 
race  is  now  about  to  do,  viz. : — enquire  into  the  soundness  of  the  Archdeacon's 
aching,  which,  indeed,  has  been  already  twice  condemned, — first  by  Bisliop 
peucer  of  Madras,  and  next  by  the  late  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells. 
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spread  of  heresy  arbong  us,  I  will  oiily  remark  thsitihhey  are  taking  steps 
which  will  have  the  effect  of  •'  destroying  the  peace  of  the  Church  of  Christ 
amongst  us^ — of  breaking  up  its  unity — and  of  exasperating  differences" 
they  are  no  more  responsible  for  these  results  than  the  man  who  d( 
fends  his  house  ;  against  the  midnight  plunderer 'fe^Of^^  breaking  the 
peace.  It  is  -the  emii^saries  of  the  Vatican,  come  to  rob  us  of  our 
spiritual  privileges,  that  have  created  the  disturbance : — it  is  the  traitors 
within  the  citadel,  who  have  aroused  our  indignation  : — ^it  is  the  silence 
of  the  watchmen  in  the  towers  md  oil' the  walli  that  has  filled  us  mth 
shame  and  with  dismay.        *:>TO!h  -^hu)  -nn  '-<  :i  ■ijui.  f  •(u;l.i: 

But  is  this  state  of  things  to  continue  ?  T  believe  the  members  of  the 
Church,  who  are  being  insulted  by  puerilities  which  they  dispise,  and 
fed  with  husks  which  ihey  repudiate,  have  resolved  that  it  shall  not.  In 
consequence  of  the  appeal  which  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  pen  to  the  Arch- 
bishop of  York  in  the  early  part  of  last  year,  T  have  received  letters 
by  hundreds,  not  from  the  United  Kingdom  alone,  but  from  the  othet 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  which,  while  they  speak  with  commendation  of  my 
own  poor  effort;  give  expression  to  strong  feelings,  which  it  will  not  be 
possible  either  to  stifle  or  allay.  My  Lords,  these  feelings  are  expressed 
in  every  shape  from  the  most  indignant  censure  down — through  mild  re- 
grets and  Christian  commiserations — to  supreme  contempt.  Your 
Lordships  will  not  be  surprised  to  hear  that  you  came  in  for  a  large 
share  of  such  notice,  and  would  to  God  that  it  were  from  the  enemies 
and  not  the  friends  of  the  Episcopate  that  it  came  ! 

My  Lords,  this  state  of  things,  I  feel  persuaded,  will  not  be  allowed  to 
continue.  If  the  Clergy  will  j^erforni  the  service,  the  people  will  absent 
themselves  from  it.  If  the  views  of  Mr,  Wilberforce's  "  Incarnation  " 
and  "The  Doctrine  of  the  Holy  Eucharist"  are  to  be  preached  (as  they 
are  being)  the  congregations  will  refuse  to  listen.  If  the  confessional  is 
to  be  introduced  into  our  Churches  and  chambers  (as  I  can  prove  it  is  ini 
some  of  its  foulest  aspects)  the  parishoners  will  at  length  refuse  to  admit 
their  own  pastors  to  their  hearths.  A  remedy  will  he  found — ^it  is  not 
so  plain,  however,  what  that  remedy  will  be.  It  is  at  present  in  the 
power  of  your  Lordships,  to  discover  and  apply  it  •  iby  and  by  it  will  be 
too  late.  There  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  Bishops  meeting  m  Synod, 
when  and  where  they  please,  to  consider  the  evil  and  its  cure.  Scrip- 
ture gives  you.  such  .authority  ;  the  State  sanctions  it ;  history  affords 
numberless  instances  of  its  exercise,  and  the  Church  is  now  in  urgent 
need  of  its  speedy  application.  I  say,  my  Lords,  a  remedy  will 
be  found.  There  are  indications  of  a  wide-spread  and  determine' 
opposition  to  the  continuance  of  such  popish  persons  and  popish  prac- 
tices in  our  church,  and  if  your  Lordships  allow  the  laity  once  to  for 
themselves  into  societies  of  agitation  against  their  own  clergy,  it 
impossible  to  say  where  the  thing  will  stop.  It  is  easy  to  raise  a  storm, 
by  no  means  easy  to  allay  it.  I  tremble  for  the  consequences  to  the 
Church,  of  the  earnest,  Protestant  laity  being  thrown  into  the  attitude 
of  hostility  to  her  teaching.  Akeady  we  have  lost  half  the  community 
by  lukewaraiess,  now  we  are  putting  the  other  half  in  jeopardy  by  the 
vicious  earnestness  of  some,  and  the  unaccountable  supineness  of  others. 
J^ty  Lords,  to  prevent  a  struggle  which  will  be  fatal  between  the  laity 
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,nd  the  clergy,  yp^i  must  take  the  initiative  in  securing  to  uss  our  Pro- 
estant  Church  and  scriptural  creed.  If  others  are  compelled  to  under- 
ake  to  supply  a  lack  of  service  on  the  part  of  your  Lordships  in  this 
natter,  it  is  impossible  to  tell  where  they  will  stop — they  cannot  promise 
or  themselves.  When  religious  controversy  shall  have  been  embittered, 
,nd  angry  feelings  engendered  by  opposition-,  moderation  may  be  for- 
jotton  by  the  victors,  and  the  good,  probably,  swept  away  with  the  bad. 
Che  note  of  war  is  already  sounded,  and  happy  mil  it  be  for  the  Church 
f  England  if  it  be  heard  and  heeded  by  those  who  are  her  natural  de- 
enders  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  man.  Surely,  it  is  to  be  reasonably 
loped  that  the  earnest,  though  patient,  waiting  of  the  Church  will  not 
e  in  vain.  •  '  r.  < 

The  following  address  of  London  churchvt'ardens  is  pregnant  with 
lonitions.  It  may  prove  but  the  uucleus  of  an  avalanche  which,  in  its 
eadloug  career,  will  desolate  the  oiice  blooming  vineyard  of  the  Enslkh 
hurch : —  •  .;;■,. 

"  Pestilence  and  war  are  now  upon  the  nation,  and  thus  the  Almighty  is  enforcing 

.'6  solemu  but  long -neglected  calls  of  His  revealed  word,  to  repent  and  do  our  first 

Drks — to  put  away  Babylon's  sins,  thatwe  may  escape  Babylon's  plagues;  and  surely 

is  high  time  to  commence  a  practical  movement  for  the  protection  of  our  national 

J  urch  from  traetarian  perversion,  and  to  carry  forward  the  great  work  of  eeclesi- 

'ftical  reform.     It  is  humbly  suggested  therefore  that  a  Central  Protestant  Union, 

sound  reforming  churchmen,  should  be  formed  in  Loudon,  with  a  committee  of, 

least,  one  of  the  most  intelligent  laymen  from  each  of  the  metropolitan  parishes 

d  congregations ;  and  including,  exoffi,cio^  all  the  churchwardens  who  favor  the 

iect.     One  of  the  first  duties  of  this  committee  should  be  to  convoke,  at  the  most 

curable  opportunity,  about  the  opening  of  parliament,  a  conference  of  all  the 

otestant  societies  which  are  seeking  any  measure  of  scriptural  reformation  for  the 

irch,  and  of  such  meetings  as  might  be  convened  throughout  the  kingdom  in 

motion  of  the  object,  and  thus  to  call  all  the  intelligence  and  zeal  of  the  church 

the  speedy  and  decisive  solution  of  the  greatest  of  national  questions.    The  first 

ect  of  this  reforming  convocation  should  be  to  uphold  the  gospel  in  its  scriptural 

plicity,   as  the  bond  of  union  in  the  National  Church,  and  thus  to  restore  to 

■istian  communion  with  the  Protestant  Church  of  England  all  the  sound  Pro- 

:ante  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  of  all  Christendom,  as  it  was  in  our  best 

«rming  times,  in  the  reign  of  King  Edward.     The  next  object  should  be  to 

ime  our  still  unfinished  work  of  Protestant  Reformation,  and  promote  a  careftil 

ptural  revision  of  our  ecclesiastical  system,  bringing  the  sacramental  services 

harmony  with  the  articles,  and  the  whole  into  unison  with  the  written  Word  of 

Another  object  would   be  to   embody   the  scriptural   conclusions   of   the 

vocation  in  a  well-digested  and  business-like  plan  of  Church  reformation,  to  be 

before  the  Queen  and  Parliament  by  petition,  thereby  strengthing  the  hands  of  the 

ernment  in  carrying  into  effect  the  important  measures  of  reform  regarding  the 

Tch  courts,  &c.  already  introduced,  and  leading  forward  the  legislature  to  the 

factory  completion  of  our  Protestant  Eeformation.     To  these  objects,  sir,  your 

tian  attention  is  earnestly  invited,  and  your  name  is  most  respectfully  solicited 

member  of  the  provisional  committee,  or  otherwise  to  aid  in  convening  an 

tive  meeting  of  the  lay  churchmen  of  the  metropolis,  to  take  this  momentous 

?ct  into  consideration,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  as  the  Word  of  God  enjoins, 

-der  to  preserve  our  country  from  Traetarian  and  Popish  corruption,  and  to 

-e  the  faithful  preaching  of  the  pure  gospel  in  all  our  parish  churches.     As  the 

y  are  much  fettered  under  the  Traetarian  Bishops,  and  are  so  much  divided  in 

ment  among  themselves,  the  movement  can  be  commenced  effectively  only  by 

lity  ;  but  as  soon  as  the  laymen  of  the  Church  have  taken  up  their  scriptural 

on,  and  have  determined  their  proper  course  of  christian  duty,  a  conference 

the  clergy  of  the  diocese  will  be  respectfully  solicited,  and  all  who  approve  pat 

ei  committee  evC(>^cw." 
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There  can  be  no  doubt,  My  Lords,  that  it  is  far  more  easy  to  see  our 
evils,  than  to  discover  their  remedy.  But,  perhaps,  the  easiest,  simplest 
and  cheapest  are  the  best.  I  would  beg  leave  to  mention  those  which 
have  been  suggested. 

1st.  There  is  immediate  need  of  the  condemnation  of  Archdeacon 
Wilberforce's  books.  "  The  Doctrine  of  the  Holy  Eucharist"  especially 
calls  for  unqualified  reprobation.  It  is  heretical  from  beginning  to  end, 
and  would,  doubtless,  have  been  ere  now  in  a  fair  way  for  legal  condem- 
nation, but  for  the  Archdeacon's  withdraw^ing  himself  from  the  jurisdic 
tion  of  the  Court.  His  resignation  was  as  much  too  early  for  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Church  of  England  as  it  was  too  late  for  his  own  credit 
Had  he  been  honest,  he  would  have  either  gone  first  and  written  hb 
book  afterwards,  or  he  would  have  waited  for  its  legal  condemnation  aE 
inconsistent  with  the  doctrine  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  then  gone 
The  course  which  he  has  adopted  is  his  own  heavy  condemnation  of  him 
self  for  dishonesty  and  faithlessness. 

2nd.  There  is  next  needed  a  joint  manifesto  from  the  Episcopal  bencl 
against  the  Popish  teaching  and  practices  generally  of  the  innovators 
It  was  said  by  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  faction  "  the  lightest  word  of  j 
Bishop  ex  catJiedra  is  heavy :"  what  then  must  be  the  effect  of  thei 
united  decision  !  Not  that  I  imagine  for  a  moment  that  these  mei 
would  submit  to  the  authority  of  the  whole  Bench  when  adverse  t( 
them:  such  a  decision  would,  however,  strengthen  the  hands  of  th< 
faithful  sons  of  the  Church. 

3rd.  There  is  the  want  of  power  in  the  Bishop  to  compel,  where  hi 
wishes  are  not  attended  to,  as  to  the  mode  of  conducting  the  Services 
The  Bishop  of  London  has  said  lately  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppos 
that  he  has  the  power  to  compel  the  abandonment  of  histrionic  perforro 
ances  during  public  worship,  when  obnoxious  to  the  congregation  an 
himself.  Parliament  will,  however,  soon  meet,  and  there  is  no  reasoi 
to  imagine  that  sufficient  power  would  not  be  entrusted  to  the  goverr 
ors  of  the  Church  for  the  internal  dicipline  of  it,  when  judiciously  am 
earnestly  sought. 

4th.  There  is  felt  on  all  hands  to  be  need  of  a  new  tribunal  to  tak 
cognizance  of  errors  in  doctrine  among  the  clergy.  None  seer 
satisfied  with  things  as  they  are.  Surely  your  Right  Reverend  Bend 
could  agree  upon  the  constitution  of  a  court  to  entertain  charges  c 
heretical  pravity,  such  as  would  be  generally  acceptable  to  the  whol' 
Church,  and  secui'e  the  sanction  of  Parliament,  during  the  present  ses 
sion,  for  its  establishment.  i 

There  are  other  points  to  which  I  might  advert,  but  my  lettefua 
already  reached  a  great  length,  and  I  must  begin  to  look  for  its  coi 
elusion.  It  is  to  no  insignificant,  and  needless  work  that  I  hav 
ventured  to  call  the  attention  of  your  Lordships,  but  to  one  great  an 
emergent.  I  have  not  invoked  you  to  descend  from  your  merited  em  \ 
nence  to  take  part  in  any  vulgar  controversy,  that  would  be  as  unb  ! 
coming  your  characters,  as  injurious  to  your  usefulness  ;  but  I  do  in  4j 
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name  of  the  Church  claim  your  hearty  and  unhesitating  and  continued 
opposition  to  the  insidiousness,  the  filthiness,  and  the  heresies  of  Rome. 
I  ask  it  for  the  Church  I  love,  and  from  those  whose  ofl&ce  I  respect  and 
honour,  because  I  deem  it,  in  its  appointment,  divine.     I  ask  it  for  the 
gafety, — I  ask  it  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Church.     I  do  not  ask  you, 
my  Lords,  to  undertake  any  Quixotic,  any  amateur  labours,  but  those 
to  which  you  have  solemnly  pledged  yourselves  to  the  Church  and  to 
God.     I  know  well  how  much  can  be  said,  has  been  said  to  account  for 
what  in  the  past  seems  supineness.     I  know  you  have  been  hopeful  that 
time  would  wear  off  the  exaggerated  pretensions  of  error,  assuage  the 
bitterness  of  controversy,  soften  the  asperities  of  party,  and  bring  wisdom 
and  forbearance  to  the  children  of  the  Church,  brothers  in  interest  as  they 
ought  to  be  in  affection,  being  sons  of  the  same  mother.    Oh,  would  to 
God  that  this  righteous  hope  had  been  reahzed — ^had  been? — that  it  yet 
might  be  !    But,  my  Lords,  we  are  not  all  children  of  the  same  Mother. 
Some  already  repudiate  their  parentage  and  have  transferred  their  affec- 
tions to  another,  and  now  they  seek  to  strangle  her  whom  they  ought  to 
love.     The  gentle   reproofs,  or  strained  forbearance,  of  our   spiritual 
Fathers   has  not  always  been  misunderstood  nor  unappreciated;  but 
most  respectfully  would  I  say,  that  love  may  bUnd  its  possessor,  and 
forbearance  be  abused  by  those  towards  whom  it  is  exercised.     It  must 
now  be  apparent  to  all  that  to  "hope  against  hope,"  after  twenty  years 
of  disappointment,  is  to  tempt  Providence,  is,  in  this,  not  to  repose  or 
rely  on  God's  promises,  but  to  trust  to  the  Devil's  forbearance.     There 
is  nothing  for  it  now  but  wise  consultation  and  speedy  action.     If  our 
ecclesiastical  Lycurgus  has  not  provided  for  the  case  of  matricides,  it  is 
not  too  late  to   secure  the  remedy.     It  may,  indeed,  be  no  desirable 
fate  to  meet  death  in  the  trenches,  or  fall  in  the  forepart  of  the  battle, 
encumbered  with  harness  and  grasping  the  sword.  But  the  Apostles'  fate 
was  harder.     Why  should  we  tell  of  Ignatius  and  Polycarp,  of  Justin 
and  Leonidas,  or  of  those  noble  ladies,  Perpetua  and  Felicitas,  whose 
names  were  embalmed  in  the  early  Church  for  their  more  than  heroic 
virtue  in  endurance  for  the  faith  ?    Why  should  I  recall  the  memories 
of  the  sainted  Cranmer  and  Latimer,  of  Ridley  and  Hooper,  of  Brad- 
ford and  Taylor,  who  died  to  bequeath  us  what  we  but  ask  their  succes- 
sors by  words  to  defend  ?      No,  my  Lords,  we  deem  not  your  hearts 
craven ;  we  doubt  not  your  readiness  to  contend  and  do  battle  for  the 
truth  when  you  see  it  needful ;  and  that  it  is  needful,  thousands  think 
as  well  as  I.    In  honor  next  to  the  martyred  dead,  stand  the  undaunted 
living.     The  departure  from  your  present  scenes  of  holy  service  to  the  pro- 
mised crown,  by  paths  serene  and  peaceful, — far  removed  from  the  rude 
jars  of  controversial  strife,  is,  doubtless,  much  to  be  desired.     And  yet 
to  labour  to  the  end  has  more  of    honor — ^to    die   in  harness,  most. 
The  contest,  my  Lords,  will  be  no  easy  one  :  the  enemy  with  which  you 
will  have  to  grapple  has  grown  strong  by  forbearance,  and  is  unscrupu- 
lous as  to  means.     Perjury  and  treason  are  its  every  day  weapons  ;  the 
dungeon  and  the  stake  are  its  most  acceptable  allies.    But  if  the  struggle 

I~  promises  to  be  arduous,  the  interests   to  be  won  are  worth  the  cost. 
Tis  true  that  temporal  freedom,  liberty,  and  life  are  involved  in  tho 


Smithfield^  and  Oxford ;  but  our  adversaries  forge  fetters  for  the  mind 
more  galling  than  those  for  the  body  ;  they  would  enthral  the  soul  with 
a  chain  of  deadliest  errors,  and  -blast  her  bright  hopes  of  immortality 
by  puerilities  the  most  contemptible — by  blasphemies  superhuman. 
Up,  my  Lordsy  uj),  "The  PhiUstines  are  upon  us."  "  Now  or  never  " 
is  in  this  case  as  true  as  it  is  trite:'  The  enemy  is  in  our  trenches,  on 
our  walls,  mounting  our  towers,  in  possession,  already,  of  some  of  our 
guns,  which  they  have  turned  upon  ourselves.  "  Where  are  our  gene- 
rals ?  "  is  the  despairing  cry  of  the  ready,  anxious  troops.  From  the 
citadel,  which  you  have  sworn  to  defend,  the  cry  is  heard-^— "  help, 
help."  Up,  my  Lords,  and  lead  to  victory.  The  time  is  7201c — to-day; 
to-morrow  may  be  too  late.  Up,  before  an  indignant  people  and  an 
angry  God  equally  doom  our  Church  to  destruction,  ungladdened  in 
her  downfall  by  one  pitying  cry  of — "spare,  for  a  blessing  is  in  her." 


f^aR 


I  am,  my  Lords,  . 

Your  ever  faithful  servant, 

JAMES  TAfEOR. 
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Grojivmar  School,  Wakefield, 
January  1st,  1855. 
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%*''A.  few  Postage  Stamps  and  Addresses,  sent  to  the  Author,  would  greatly   ^ 

increase  the  circulation. 
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